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SUBJECT: ECE GROUP OF EXPERTS ON TRANSPORT OF PERISHABLE 
FOODSTUFFS (TWENTY-NINTH SESSION, JULY 21-25, 1975) 

MISSION REQUESTED TRANSMIT FOLLOWING STATEMENT TO ECE 
SECRETARIAT IN RESPONSE TO PARAGRAPH 31 OF TRANS/GE.l 1/2, 

WHICH REQUESTED COMMENTS RE MONITORING INSIDE TEMPERA- 
TURE OF EQUIPMENT CARRYING PERISHABLE FOODSTUFFS: 

1. DURING THE PERIOD OF FEBRUARY- APRIL 1975, THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES CONDUCTED A SURVEY 
CONCERNING THE USE OF AIR TEMPERATURE RECORDERS IN THE 
UNITED STATES. A QUESTIONNAIRE WAS SENT TO EIGHT MAJOR 
CARRIERS OF PERISHABLE FOODS WHICH HAVE CONSIDERABLE 
EXPERIENCE IN SUCH TRANSPORTATION AND ARE AMONG THE LEADERS 
IN THEIR INDUSTRY. THE EIGHT CARRIERS WERE COMPOSED OF TWO 
RAILROAD CARRIERS, TWO LONG-DISTANCE HIGHWAY CARRIERS, AND 
FOUR OCEAN CARRIERS OF CONTAINERS. 

2. THE CARRIERS WERE ASKED TO COMMENT ON SIX DIFFERENT 
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POINTS. FOLLOWING ARE THOSE POINTS ALONG WITH A SUMMARY 
OF COMMENT RECEIVED FROM THE CARRIERS: 
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- (A) EXTENT TO WHICH RECORDERS ARE USED. THREE OF 
THE CARRIERS DO NOT USE RECORDERS IN GENERAL TRANSPORT 
SERVICE, ALTHOUGH RECORDERS MAY BE USED IN TESTS OR 
OTHER SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES. THE OTHER FIVE CARRIERS USE 
RECORDERS TO A GREATER OR LESSER EXTENT. ONE OF THOSE 
CARRIERS HAS RECORDERS INSTALLED IN ALL VEHICLES. 

(B) RELIABILITY AND ACCURACY OF RECORDERS. FOUR 
CARRIERS ADVISE THAT THEIR RECORDERS ARE RELIABLE AND 
ACCURATE. THE OTHER FOUR CARRIERS INDICATE THAT 
RECORDERS ARE NOT FULLY RELIABLE AND ACCURATE. 

- (C) CALIBRATION AND MAINTENANCE OF RECORDERS. FOUR 

OF THE CARRIERS, WHO USE THE PERMANENTLY INSTALLED TYPE OF 
RECORDER, CALIBRATE RECORDERS BEFORE EACH TRIP. A FIFTH 
CARRIER, WHO ALSO USES THE PERMANENTLY INSTALLED TYPE OF 
RECORDER, CALIBRATES RECORDERS TWICE PER YEAR. THE 
SIXTH CARRIER, WHO OCCASIONALLY USES A PORTABLE TYPE 
RECORDER, CALIBRATES THOSE RECORDERS AFTER EACH TRIP. 

THE TWO REMAINING CARRIERS USE NEITHER PERMANENTLY 
INSTALLED NOR PORTABLE RECORDERS. 

- (D) ABILITY OF THE RECORDER TO MEASURE PRODUCT 
TEMPERATURE. SEVEN OF THE CARRIERS ADVISE THAT AN AIR 
TEMPERATURE RECORDER IS NOT A RELIABLE MEASURE OF PRODUCT 
TERMPERATURE. THE EIGHTH CARRIER CONSIDERS THAT AN AIR 
TEMPERATURE RECORDER IS A GOOD MEASURE OF PRODUCT 
TEMPERATURE, WITH QUALIFICATION. 

- (E) AIR TEMPERATURE INDICATOR VERSUS RECORDER. 

FOUR OF THE CARRIERS PREFER A TEMPERATURE INDICATOR WHICH 
AN INSPECTOR CAN READ AT INSPECTION STOPS DURING THE TRIP. 
THREE CARRIERS PREFER A TEMPERATURE RECORDER. THE EIGHTH 
CARRIER RELIES MAINLY UPON A HAND THERMOMETER INSERTED 
INTO THE PRODUCT, WHILE USING RECORDERS OR INDICATORS FOR 
ONLY GENERAL INDICATION OF TEMPERATURE. 

- (F) MANDATORY REQUIREMENT FOR RECORDERS. SIX OF THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 141404 

EIGHT CARRIERS ARE OPPOSED TO MANDATORY USE OF AIR 
TEMPERATURE RECORDERS. THE SEVENTH CARRIER BELIEVES 
RECORDERS TO BE BENEFICIAL, AND THE EIGHTH CARRIER HAD NO 
COMMENT. 

3. RESULTS OF THE SURVEY INDICATE THAT IT WOULD BE 
IMPRACTICAL TO REQUIRE THAT EVERY VEHICLE USED TO TRANSPORT 
PERISHABLE FOODS BE EQUIPPED WITH AN AIR TEMPERATURE 
RECORDER. REASONS AGAINST MANDATORY USE OF RECORDERS ARE 
ESSENTIALLY AS FOLLOWS: 
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(A) THE COST OF PURCHASE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE, 
CALIBRATION, AND USE OF RECORDERS WOULD BE CONSIDERABLE. 

(B ) RECORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO FAILURE, DAMAGE, AND 
ABUSE. 

- (C) SHIPPERS, CARRIERS, AND RECEIVERS ARE PRIMARILY 
INTERESTED IN PRODUCT TEMPERATURE, WHEREAS THE RECORDER 
SHOWS AIR TEMPERATURE WHICH MAY BE SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT. 

- (D) THE RECORD PRODUCED BY AN AIR TEMPERATURE 
RECORDER IS OPEN TO VARIOUS INTERPRETATIONS AND POSSIBLE 
ERRONEOUS CONCLUSIONS. 

4. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES BELIEVES THAT 
MANDATORY USE OF RECORDERS WOULD INVOLVE EXPENSE AND 
PROBLEMS FAR OUT OF PROPORTION TO POSSIBLE BENEFITS, AND 
THAT GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT BE IN FAVOR OF INCLUSION OF 
SUCH A REQUIREMENT IN THE ATP AGREEMENT. KISSINGER 
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« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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